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MAB 3018
5 October 1983
MEMORANDUM FOR: Director, FBIS
TEROUGH : Chief, Operations Group
SUBJECT : Monthly Report — Abidjan Bureau — September 1983

I. OPERATIONS

Editorial/Monitorial

1. After an exceptionally sy summer, September proved to be a
relatively quiet month. This was fortunate as one of the bureau's
ten monitors was out with long-scheduled leave, another was in

in Washington for the FSN orientation program, and a third came
dowvn with a case of the mumps.

2, 1In Upper Volta, President Sankara consolidated his control
over the government by retiring a large number of army officers,
civil servants, and police officials, as announced by Ouagadougou
radio. He also made his first visits outside the country. On
the 22d, Sankara went to Mali. Ouagadougou radio carried the
leaders' speeches, a communique and the text of an agreement sub-
mitting the two countries' long-standing border dispute to the
International Court of Justice. Sankara subsequently visited
Niger for talks with Head of State Kountche, reported by Niamey
radio. On 2 October, the bureau reopened on Sunday evening after
normal close of business to cover a Sarkara policy statement.

The statement, which lasted an hour and 20 minutes, turned out

to be lacking in priority material, so only an FYI was filed that
evening. Five takes of excerpts were processed the following day.

3, On the 19th, the Embassy political officer was notified of an .
item received from Tel Aviv Bureau from the daily MA'ARIV saying
that the Ivory Coast Government would in mid-October announce the
resumption of diplomatic relations with Israel. The item was
translated into French for the GOIC and dispatched expeditiously.
Earlier, an editorial which the bureau translated from the

3 September issue of the Abidjan daily FRATERNITE MATIN criti-
cizing the Gulf Cooperation Council for cutting off ties with
African countries which restored relations with Israel, had been
discussed at a Country Team meeting. Embassy officers felt the
editorial was "exceptionally strong" on this topic, perhaps fore-
shadowing renewed relations.

4. On the 15th, Yaounde Domestic Service in French carried the
text of a speech by President Paul Biya at an extraordinary party
congress electing him to replace former Preisdent Ahidjo, now
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retired in France. Ahidjo's resignation from the party chairman-
ship, which he had continued to hold after leaving the presidency,
climaxed a dispute between the two men and evidently put Biya in
firm control.

II. ADMINISTRATION

New Bureau Vehicle

On the 28th the bureau took possession of a new Peugeot station

wagon, which increases the bureau's fleet of official vehicles

to three. We are still awaiting delivery of a replacement for

the bureau sedan. The new sedan should be available sometime in
*  October.

: , STAT

Chief, Abidjan Bureau

at

Attachment:
Monthly Production Report

ce: Chief, Swaziland Bureau
Deputy Chief, London Bureau
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